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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2500) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Chair, I rise to support 
the amendment offered by Mr. MALINOWSKI. 
I’m horrified that the humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen—the worst such crisis in the world, ac-
cording to the United Nations—has gone on 
this long. 

The crisis has been exacerbated by the on-
going conflict between the Saudi-led coalition 
and Iranian-backed Houthi rebels. Since 2015, 
the Saudi-led coalition has undertaken 18,000 
airstrikes, and far too many of these have 
killed innocent civilians. In fact, more Yemeni 
civilians are killed or wounded in their own 
homes than anywhere else. 

That is why I am co-sponsoring this amend-
ment, to prohibit the sale of all air-to-ground 
munitions to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates for one year. It is our obligation to 
make sure the United States is not enabling 
civilian deaths. 

I thank the gentleman for his leadership in 
offering this amendment. 

f 

LIGHTS FOR LIBERTY VIGILS 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 12, 2019 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, as thou-
sands take part in vigils across Oregon, the 
U.S., and the globe, I rise today in strong op-
position to the Trump administration’s inhu-
mane detention policies. These policies and 
practices have led to families being ripped 
apart, children dying, and a shameful chapter 
written in our nation’s history. 

That’s why I voted for the House-passed bill 
which had strong health and safety require-
ments for care of unaccompanied minor chil-
dren, tightened restrictions on detention shel-
ters, created accountability for contractors vio-
lating essential standards at detention shel-
ters, and more. Instead, the Republican-con-
trolled Senate stripped these essential reforms 
from the bill. Congress ultimately passed the 
weak and flawed Senate version. 

I voted against this toothless legislation. If 
we don’t address this crisis head-on with prop-
er oversight standards and commitment to 
holding this administration accountable, noth-
ing will change and people will continue to suf-
fer. That is unacceptable. 

Make no mistake, we can’t solve the prob-
lems at our border if we don’t address the rea-
sons that so many individuals are fleeing their 
home countries. The Trump administration’s 
plan to cut aid to countries like El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras will only make the 
situation worse, likely increasing violence and 
government dysfunction. Instead, we should 
be investing in a plan similar to the Marshall 
Plan after World War II to restore safety, sta-
bility, and promote economic opportunities in 
Central America. 

We must act—now—to get serious about re-
forming our broken immigration system by 
passing bipartisan, comprehensive immigration 
reform. This is the only course of action that 
will allow us to protect these vulnerable indi-
viduals while also producing real, long-term 
solutions to our immigration crisis. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 11, 2019 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2500) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam Chair, 
I rise in support of the en bloc amendment, 
which includes my proposal to require the Ad-
ministration to report to Congress on the sta-
tus of United States military-to-military and 
diplomatic deconfliction channels with Iran. 

This amendment is cosponsored by my col-
leagues JAN SCHAKOWSKY, GERRY CONNOLLY, 
JOHN YARMUTH, LLOYD DOGGETT, BARBARA 
LEE, PETER WELCH, and EARL BLUMENAUER. I 
thank them for their support, and I thank 
Chairman SMITH for his consideration. 

Last month, President Trump came dan-
gerously close to conducting a military strike 
on Iran in retaliation for the downing of an 
American surveillance drone. 

During that week in June, officials from the 
U.S. and Iran traded public accusations before 
any investigation into the downing of the drone 
was complete. 

Meanwhile, oil tankers have been attacked 
in the Strait of Hormuz, the Iranian regime is 
beginning to increasingly enrich uranium, and 
U.S. troops are being moved around the re-
gion. 

These events demonstrate the extraordinary 
need for established military-to-military and 
diplomatic channels of communication and 
deconfliction to prevent miscalculation, define 
ambiguities, and correct misunderstandings 
that could otherwise lead to unintended and 
possibly devastating consequences. 

In January 2016, such diplomatic lines of 
communication saved U.S. sailors on two 

Navy riverine command boats that were 
seized by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps after entering Iranian territorial waters. 
Secretary of State John Kerry called Iranian 
Foreign Minister Zarif. Within 15 hours, the 
sailors were released unharmed. 

Since withdrawing from the JCPOA, the 
Trump administration has eliminated those 
channels of communication. Can you imagine 
what would happen now should U.S. forces be 
captured by Iranian forces? Can you imagine 
the cost and consequences of military action 
provoked by a misunderstanding or mis-
calculation? 

Even Department of Defense officials cau-
tion that spiraling escalations put our troops in 
the region at risk, and that we cannot be 
pulled into an unnecessary armed conflict with 
Iran. 

This amendment would assert Congres-
sional oversight to ensure that we have infor-
mation about the status of vital military and 
diplomatic channels of communication that 
must be in place to prevent miscalculation. 

I urge the adoption of this En Bloc amend-
ment. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MENARD COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 12, 2019 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to honor a remarkable organization, the Men-
ard County Farm Bureau. The Menard County 
Farm Bureau in central Illinois is a vital organi-
zation in the area that promotes agricultural 
prosperity. After many years of success and 
service, the Menard County Farm Bureau is 
celebrating their 100th anniversary. 

The Menard County Farm Bureau was char-
tered on March 19, 1919, to unite farmers in 
the area and advocate for central Illinois agri-
culture collectively. Today, the members of the 
organization work hard to support the commu-
nity and economy throughout the county. 

The Menard County Farm Bureau provides 
a voice for farmers, promotes the development 
of agriculture, and educates and empowers fu-
ture leaders in the industry. Additionally, Men-
ard County Farm Bureau coordinates with 
other associations and agencies to promote 
the wellbeing and interests of its members. 

Illinois has become a major economic force 
within the agricultural sector because of farm 
bureaus like Menard County that come to-
gether and enhance opportunities for farmers, 
their families, and the community. I extend my 
sincere congratulations to Menard County 
Farm Bureau for their outstanding accomplish-
ments and contributions to Illinois. 
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